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BIBLE STUDIES

OoN

WOMAN'S POSITION AND WORK.

CHAPTER L

INTRODUCTION.

HERE is no more practical question before
the church to-day than that concerning the
position and work of women. Many branches of
the Christian church have yielded, to a greater or
less degree, to the demands of the spirit of the
age—rationalism and utilitarianism—and have
forsaken “the old paths,” and are following the
broad road of “no distinction in the church.”
While the immediate visible results of such a
course may seem beneficial and encouraging, yet
the principle of interpretation by which it is jus-
tified is destructive to a pure Bible, a happy fam-

ily, and a harmonious church.

Let us then, with our Bibles in our hands, study
this question, and ascertain from them the will of
God on this subject. God’s will alone should
guide us in this, as in all matters of church polity
and doctrine.
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CHAPTER IL

ACCEPTABLE WORSHIP FULLY PRE-
SCRIBED IN THE BIBLE.

From the Bible, as preluninary to this study,
we learn that God is ““a jealous God ” (Ex. xx. 5),
that he is jealous not only of the Jact of his be.
Ing worshipped as the only God, but also of the
manuer of that worship. Worship to be accept-
able to him, must be according to his command.
See the instance of Cainand Abel in Gen. iv 3-
5. Cain was “atiller of the ground, and brought
of the fruit of the ground an offering unto the
Lord.” Abel was “a keeper of sheep,” and * he
also brought of the firstlings of his flock, and of
the fat thereof.” FEach brought such as he had,
and, from a human standpoint, each was alike
worthy of reward. But we read, “the Lord had
respect unto Abel and to his offering, but unto
Cain and to his offering he had not respect.”
Now, why this difference? . Paul answers this
question in Hebrews, xi. 4. He says: “By faith
Abel offered unto God g more excellent sacrifice
than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he
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was righteous, God testifying of his gifts,” ete,
Abel’s faith in God led him to offer such a sacri-
fice as God had commanded, and in doing so,
“he obtained witness that he was sighteons.”
But ‘“yrighteousness” is obedience to the com-
mands of God. (Seec Deut. vi. 25.) Hence God
must have commanded animal sacrifice when he
drove man from the garden, and Cain, in offering
of the fruits of the ground, presumed to dictate
to God how he should be worshipped, thercfore
God did not have respect to his offering. But
Abel, by faith, brought an animal in sacrifice, as
God had commanded, and God accepts his offer-
ing. Another example of God's jealousy of the
manmer of his worship, is found in the history of
Nadab and Abihu, in Lev. x. 1-3. They were
priests, regularly and fully consecrated, and as
such, authorized to offer sacrifice, ete. They also
used the censers in the legitimate way, viz.: with
fire and incense. But they offered  strange fire
which he commanded them not.” They went be-
yond the command in the matter of fire. Hence,
as he had not commanded this, he is displeased
with it, and “there went out fire from the pres-
ence of the Lord, and devoured them, and they
died before the Lord.” God thus teaches, as
Moses says, that he “will be sanctified in them
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that come nigh him,” etc. (Verse 3.) Other
examples of this jealousy on God’'s part of the
manner of his worship, are seen in his dealings
with Uzziah (2 Chron. xxvi. 16-19), and Uzzah
{z Sam. vi. 6, 7), each of whom presumed to do
in God’s worship that which he had expressly
-commanded them not. Hence we see the truth
of the statement, that wersiip fo be acceptabie to
God must be such as e expressly conmands.

All extra service, even though honestly offered,
is unacceptable to God, and is insulting to him.
Jesus said of the extra services of the Scribes and
Pharisees of his day, “In vain do they worship
me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of
men.” (Matt. xv. g.) Compare also Isaiah i.
TO~14.

Now God has fully prescribed the approved
manner and matter of his worship in the Bible.
The worshipper of God is with the Bible “thor-
oughly furnished unto all good works.” (2 Tim.
1L 16, 17.) He is to add nothing thereto, nor is
he to subfract anything therefrom. As God is
about to close the canon of Seripture, he writes
these words: “I Jesus have sent mine angel to
testify unto you these things in the churches. . . .
For I testify unto every man that heareth the pro-
phecy of this book, /77 any man shall add wnto
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these things, God shall add unto him the plagues
tat are twovitten in this book . and Iif any man
shall take aivay from the words of his prophecy,
God shall take away lis part out of the dook of
life, and out of the holy city, and from the things
which are writfen in this book.” (Rev. xxii. 16-19.)
In view of these fearful statements and teachings
of God’s word, how careful should the church be
that its form of wership be exactly in accord
with the Bible. That alone should guide her in
all matters of polity as well as of doctrine, for
there is nothing “necessary for God’s glory or
man’s salvation, faith, and life, but that is expressly
set down in the Scripture, or by good and neces-
sary consequence may be deduced from Scrip-
ture.”

The Bible does not only tell us what to do in
God’s worship, but it also tells us who shali do iz,
and Jow, and.w/ken.
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CHAPTER III

WOMAN'S POSITION, AS SHOWN BY THE
CREATION AND FALL.

STUDVING the Bible on the subject of woman'’s
position and work, we learn—

I Cowcernmg HER CREATION, AND ITS OBjECT.

(@), That woman was created “affer the man’
(See Gen. ii. zr—24; 1 Tim. ii. 13.)

(2), That woman was created “for #he man”
. (8ee Gen. ii. 18—20; 1 Cor. xi. 9.)

(¢), That woman was created “of #he man
(See Gen. ii. 21, 22; 1 Cor. xi. 12.)

(@), That woman was created to be “q Aeip-
meet” or “companion” for the man. (See Gen.
il 18-20; Mal. ii. 14.) :

(¢); That woman was created in order that
from the two God “might see a godly seed.” (See
Gen. 1. 28; Mal ii. 15; Ps. cxxvii 3; cxxviil
3 4)

From all of these Scriptures we learn that
the sphere of the woman from the creation has
been iz the home of man, as man’s companion
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and help-meet, and the mother and nourisher, -
materially and spiritually, of his children. Con-
sult also Prov. xil. 4; xiv. 1; xxxl. 27; Tit. ii. 3,
4; 1 Tim. v. 14, etc.

II. ConcErNING HER PART 1¥ THE FALL OoF Man.

(@), That the woman was deceived by Satan.
(Gen. iil. 6; 1 Tim. ii. 14; 2z Cor. xi. 3.)

(#), That the woman induced the man to sin.
(Gen. 1il. 6, 11, 12, 17.) That she who was
made “after man,” “for man,” “of man,” as his
“companion” and ‘“help-meet,” thus proved to
be his tempter and seducer.

(¢), That for this she is cursed by God her
Maker by being placed therealter under subjec- ,
tion of the man. Man is to rule over the woman,
then, by divine appointment. (Gen. iii. 15, 16.)
God, and not man, is the originator of this rela-
tionship between man and woman,
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CHAPTER 1IV.
WOMAN'S POSITION IN THE FAMILY-

FR.OM her place and object in creation, and
65pec1.;,11[}.- 4 a curse pronounced upon her for
tempting man to sin, she was made, as we have
seen, subordinate to man by the positive decree
of God. (Gen. iii. 15, 16; 1 Pet. iii. 5, 6.) Man
s thus appointed by God himself the “head of
the woman” (Consult 1 Cor. xi. 3; 1 Tim. iL
iy I‘Pet. i, 1-6; Eph. v. 22, 23 ; Col. iii. 8;
- Titus §i, 5, etc)

Man's being the “head of the woman” does
nob mean that he is to act as if he were her
1Inaster, and she his slaye, By no means. On
:\?e Confmry’ man is commanded to “honor the
hi?l?;ilnf, fo;fﬂhlo\:e and protect her, even giving
gave himself F [ nonieiead of e manf
Col. iii. 1q. oéthefh“mh- (See Eph. v. 25, 33

The he9 ’dI Fet. il 7.
authority tjhlp of the.mzm gives to him the
should defer T s family, so that the woman
as to famj) 2 h.lm n all matters of judgments

Uy affairg (matters of conscience €X-
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cepted), he bearing the responsibility therefor.
Someone must be the head, for if not, then there
would be constant discord. God has appointed
man the head, and woman’s position is one of
subordination. The losing sight of this divine
order of things, and the failure to follow the Scrip-
ture Injunction by each, is the cause of so many
divorces to-day. Men have forgotten their duty to
woman—to love, honor, and provide for her, etc.;
and she in turn, influenced by the infidelity of
the day, such as seen in this “woman’s move-
ment,” which is beginning to trouble the church
of God, has forgotten that God has made man
“the head?” of the family, consequently discord
and trouble comes, which ends in divorce.

Man being the “head” of the family is re-
sponsible for his house, hence we find Joshua
saying, “As for me and my house, we will serve
the Lord.” (Josh. xxiv. 15.)

God commends Abraham for his government
of his house (Gen. xviil. 1g9), and punishes Eli
for his failure to control his family. (r Sam. iii.
13.)

Peter tells us that the “holy women of olden
time who trusted in God were in subjection to
their own husbands,” and urges all of this time to
follow their example. (1 Pet. iil. 5, 6.)
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CHAPTER V.

WOMAN'S POSITION IN THE oLD TESTA-
MENT CHURCH.

WomanN being created “after man,” and “for
man,” as his “companion” and « help-meet,”
with the responsible privilege and duty of mother-
hood, and training of “a godly seed,” and having
been placed under subjection of man by her
Maker, with a sphere peculiarly the home, man
})eimg appointed her *head” and representative,
it follows that we would naturally expect her to
hav‘e a.‘similar position of modesty and subordi-
nation in the church,

Searching the Bible, we find under the Old
Testament Dispensation—

(@), That all the covenants made between God
and man, were made with ghe man, a
sentative of his family.
(Gen. il 16, 17 ; with
Rom. v. 12, etc.)

s the repre-
See covenants with Adam

Rom. v. 19; 1 Cor, xv. 22;
; Noah (Gen. ix ; g

(c.) ; ren. ix. 8 Abra-

ham (Gen. xvii, 2—4, ete), 2

(9), “That men only were appointed and or-
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dained by the authority of God to the office of
the priesthood—both defore the law, as Abel
(Gen. iv. 4); Noah (Gen. viil. zo); Abrabam
(Gen xii. 7, 8, etc.) ; Jacob (Gen. xxxv. 1-7, 22);
ete.; and wnder the lazw, see Aaron and his sons
(Ex. xxviil. 1, 40—-43); and only the males of the
Levites were to minister to them. (Numbers iii.
5-15.)

(¢), That only men were inducted into the
office of eiders of the people.  (Num. xi. 16, 24,
26, etc.)

(@), That endy men were chosen by God to fill
the regular office of grophet, viz.: to publicly
prophesy before the people. See Isaiah, Jere-
miah, Ezekiel, Daniel, etc. True, there were
Propletesses mentioned under the Old Testament
dispensation, such as Miriam (Ex. xv. 25} ; Hul-
dah (z Chron. xxxiv. 22); Deborah (Judg. iv. 4),
etc. But these were undoubtedly exceptional
cases, and inspired for special occasions. None
of them seemed to have filled a public position
before men, except Deborah. When God makes
an exception by special inspiration, then it is
right.

(¢), As the church and the state were so inti-
mately connected under the Old Testament dis-
pensation, it is significant to note also, that we

.

—
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have no account of a woman sitting upon the
throne of Israel, except the usurper and murder-
ess Athaliah. (See 2z Kings, xi. 1-3.)

(/), But while we find woman occupying no pub-
lic places in the Old Testament Church of God,
yet she does engage in that worship with the con-
gregation.  She eats the passover with her family
(Gen. xil. 3, 4, with 47) 5 she, with the men, offers
of her means and’ service for the building of the
tabernacle (Ex. xxxv. 20-29) ; she goes up with
her husband yearly to worship and to sacrifice
j_mto the Lord at the ‘appointed place (1 Sam.
L 3, 4, 7, 21); she is appointed to assist in the
service of song (1 Chron, xxy. 3-6; N
Ezra, il. 63; Ps. exlviii 12, 13)
his “Antiguitics of the Jews,”
Synagogue worship, says that
prayers of the Synagogue, suppos
written by Ezra, were re
by @kl persons

eh. vii. 67;
; and Brown, in
referring to the
“the eighteen
ed to have been
Peated three times a day
who were of age, of what sex or
ately or in public,”
f the prayers all the
repeated in the syna-
{See Vol I, pp. 541-42.)

condition soever, either Priv
and “at the end of each o
peaple said amen, whether
gogue, or in the family,”
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CHAPTER VL

WOMAN'S POSITION IN THE NEW TESTA-
MENT GHURCH,

Coving down fo #he times of the New Testa-
went churck, we find :

(@), That when our Saviour chose his 4dpostles
he chose twelve men.  (See Luke vi. 13-16.)

(#), That they, in turn, ordained only men to
the offices of evangefist (Acts xx1. 8; 1 Tim. iv. 14;
2 Tim. 1. 6); and elder and deacon (r Tim. iii.
1—13; Titusi. 6; Acts vi. 3-5); and instructed the
church to continue to do this, in perpetuating
these offices. (2 Tim.ii. 2.)

(¢), That not only are men appointed to these
offices, but women were actually forbidden the
exercise of the functions thereof by Paul. (See 1
Cor. xiv. 34, 35; t Tim. ii. 8-15.) The reason
given by him for this prohibition is her subordi-
nate position to man, as shown in creation, and
caused by the curse of the fall. (See 1 Tim. il
13, 14.)

(@), That women attended the public congre-

|
i : :
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gation of the church, and doubtless engaged in
the services of song with the rest of 1:h<:D congre-
gation (Eph. v. 19; Col. iii. 16), and following
the leader in prayer, entered Into the spirit of
worshiy.): (r Cor xiv. 15, 16 Consule Acts 1.
13, I; 1L 4; V. 14, Vill. 12.)
(e}, That in addition to this modest part taken
in public worship, she helped the Saviour and his
apostles with her company, sympathy, and sub-
stance. (See Luke viii. 1~3; Matt. xxvil. 55, 56,
Rom. xvi. 1, 2, 3, 6, 12, 13; Phil. iv, 3)) it
(), That she, in a private and unofficial way.
lead men to Christ by her walk and conversation,
(See John iv. 28, 30, 39; 1 Pet. iii. I-4.) :
. (&), That she probably “ gerved the church”
In an official way, as deaconess, performing the
sa!me duties towards her Own sex that the deacons
dl‘d to theirs, viz., the care of t
wldo.ws,.attention to strangers and the practice of
11("-‘313”5311_@’- (Seff I Tim. v. 9, 19, ¢f. Rom, Xvi.
I; Acts ix. 36-30, ete.)

he sick, poor,
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CHAPTER VIL

WOMAN'S ‘POSITICN IN THE NEW TESTA-
MENT CHURCH - PAUL'S INSTRUC-
TIONS EXAMINED.

WE saw in the last chapter that Paul wrote, con-
cerning woman'’s position and work in the church :
“Lef your women keep silence in the churches; for
if &5 not permitted unto them to speak ;. but they are
commantded fo be under obedience, as also saith the
laz. And if they will learn anything, let them ask
their husbands at fowme, for if is a shame for
women. to speak in the church” (1 Cor. xiv. 34,
35.)  And © Jawill therefore, that men pray every-
where, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and
doudting.  In like mauner . . . let the woman
learn in silence with all subjection.  But I suffer
not a weman to teack noy fo usurp authority over
the man, but to be in silence. [For Adam tovas
st formed, then Kve. And Adam wwas not de-
ceived, but the woman being deceived wwas in the
transgression.” (1 Tim, il. 8-15.) Let us study
carefully these texts in the light of their context.

The first of these texts is addressed by Paul,
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“Tnto the chureh of God which is at Corinih, o
f/zcjm that are sanctified in Christ Sesus, called
Satnis, with all that in every place call upon the
name of Jesus  Christ our Lord)” ele, (See 1
Cor. 1. 2))

The second is addressed to Timothy, the evan-
gelist, whom Paul had left «at Ephesus in charge
of the church at that place (See 1 Tim. i. 2—4)
that in case of Paul's delay, he “mighs knomw /z.on':
o behave himself in the house of God, which is
z‘/s.e clatrch of the living God,” etr., ;. e., that hn;
might know how to order the worship of the
church, and to give him apostolic sanction in his
work. (1 Tim. iii, 14, 15.)

Now we learn from the Acts of the Apostles
that Paul visited these prominent cities and made,

them centres, around which he worked and orean-
o

1zed other churches (see Acts xix. 10; xviii, 18
with Rom. xvi. 1), } A

We learn also from the epistles, tl
Paul’s custom anq Instruction :
to specific churches read b
churches. (See Col. iy. 16;
And he distinctly ,
epistle (1 Cor. iv.
“ways,” i, e, his
every church—

1at it was
to have his epistles
y the neighboring
1 Thess. v. 24, etc.)
tells the Corinthians, in this
I7; Vil 17; xiv, 33), that his
teachings—were the same in
50 ordain 7 in a7 churches.”
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It is therefore evident that the instructions of
these texts are not for these individual churches
alone, but for all the churches everywhere, **that
call upon the name of the Lord Jesus Christ,”
hence for us fo-day. It will not be disputed that
there were peculiar circumstances in these
churches that called for peculiar instructions,
applicable only to those who are under similar
circumstances. But the prénciples upon which
these instructions are based are universal in their
application, viz., woman’s subordination to man.

These apostolic churches were composed of
converts from Judaistn and heathenism alike,
mainly the latter, a large percentage of the mem-
bers being women. (See Acts xvil. 4, 12 ; xviil. 7,
8; 1 Cor. xii. 2; Eph. il 11; 1 Thess. i. g, etc.)
This being true, owing to the difference in educa-
tion and ways of thinking, there arose differences
of belief and practice among the members of these
churches. To settle these differences they apply
to Paul, who writes the st Epistle to the Corinth-
ians in reply (see 1 Cor. vil. 1), in which are found
instructions concerning marriage and social rela-
tions, things offered to idols, and #ke right man-
wer and methods of public worship.

Under this last subject is found the instruction
concerning women speaking in the churches. In
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the immediate context, Paul is writing “concern-
ang spiritual gifts,” ete. (v Cor. il 1 5.) Evidently
there were some in this Corinthian church who
abused the gifts of the Spirit, employing them in
the congregation of the church 80 as to cause
“eonfusion,” several speaking at once. (See 1 Cor.
xiv, 26-33.) Among them doubtless were some
women, who, not being fully instructed in their
work and sphere, having been but recently con-
verted from heathenism, misinterpreting the free-
dom and liberty of the gospel, abused the gift of
tongues and of prophecy, by taking upon them-
selves to iInstruet the men, and doing this too
with their heads uncovered (chap. xi. 5), which
at that time and in that city was the
looseness of character.

edification of the chy
fusion,”

badge of
All of this was not “unto
reh,” but caussd “con-
Hence the apostle writes concerning
the proper use of gifts, etc, and the proper
Sphere of woman, (See Cor. xiv.) He tells them
that spiritual gifts are desirable, but only in order
to “edification of the church  (vs, I-5, T2, 26);
that théir object ig “profit” (see Cor. xij. 7; xIv.
0); but profit cap come only through the

“understanding” (vs, 6-17); therefore we should
all sing, pray, and

stood (vs. 13, 19}. He tellg them further that

Prophesy so as to be under-

. -
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“tongues’” are for a sign to the u{l-belifaver, E,—Ut
s prophecy ” for the church unto edification. (Vs.
i Bl ing of th ifts for
Then in reference to the using of these g
edification, he teaches that *if any man Tvoulrz
speak with a tongue, let there be = mterpmte}r,”
otherwise ‘““let him keep silence in the churc 11—
(vs. 27, 28); and that the prophets should Sl?e'clll\
¢“one by one,” the rest of th.e ChLll‘CI(l‘ quietly
listening while any one is spe,ftkmg, that “all Tay
learn, and . . . be comforted' (vs. 29—33)._ ];1 1&11f
to show them that these public parts of worship o
which he had been writing were only for theffr;
to perform, he writes concerning Womfm’. {e
your women kecp Silence in the cZ::fz?‘f/Ec’s. Jor : ”m
not permitted wnto them to :r_;?c’zz/a‘ (Vs. 343 :,I_)
This language is plain, positive szl explicit. - It
forbids the speaking of women in the churc}l
as a part of public worship. By. Sin the clur rﬁ,
is meant in the public congregation .of the church.
(See vs. 16, 10, 23, 20.) lThat is, “Whin the
chutch has come together into one place.” By
« kegp silence,” here is meant},} as shown by the
apostle himself, “not to spf:-ak (see vs. 34)- :
The text in Timothy is of a more ig‘enera”
nature, and defines it to be the duty of “men
(niales) to pray. 0 will, therefore, that men
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(rzvvdffa?) Pray everywhere,” etc. (vs. 8). Likewise
enjomning upeon “women™ (rovdrzas), in contrast
to men, to “learn in silence wwizy all subjection,”
forbidding them to “zacs o UsUrp authority az;;r
the man, but ts be in stlence” (vs. 11, I2) '
Here, too, the apostle enjoing “silence-” on the
women, and interprets it to mean not to teach
nor to usurp E_J.uthority over the man.” Notice
too, he places the duty of public prayer upon thé
men (males) ; hence he thereby excludes the
women from this part of service also, for 1y }Ioin
it they are assuming man’s place, and leaving {1 gt
m which God hath assigned them, Notici tllia
reasons azssigned Dby the apostle for thig positive
te-fa.chmg IS not woman's inferiority to man mn
mind or heart—not that she is not competent
mentally or spiritually to edify the churchl——lin
solely ]161" Position as given Ly by her Make uz
the creatlo.? and at the fa]], (See 1 Timtii rxa
14; Gen. iii. 16.) Notice, too, Paul h(;re.d'SJ
tinctly declares that thege views are not his priva]tst:

views, but they are the «
; command
Lord.' (1 Cor. xiv. 37.) e T
Seeing these expl

: icit, positive -
God’s word, asg taugl : 1

1t by Paul, whi :
i » Which he claims
are the Conmandmments of the Lorg" lril o

Kiv. 3 I 8 e 1
37), and spoken syt 1 the words which
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man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy
Ghost teacheth” (ch. il 13), and that they are
sustained by the other writers of the Bible, and
followed by the women of the Bible, we are bound
to believe that woman's position in the church,
as taught in the Bible, should be one of silence
and subordination to her brethren In the Lord,
as regards public teaching, ruling, and praying.
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CHAPTER VIIL

ARGUMENTS FOR WOMEN SPEAKING—
EXAMINED,

Havive thus studied the position of woman as

taught in the Bible, let us, that we may be
certain of our position, examine closely the texts
of Scripture and arguments that are relied on by
Fhose who give to woman gz prominent position
-in the public services of the congregation, and
see if 1bey teach such a doctrine or lead to such
a practice,

I, Tl"he most common avgument for the public
speakmg of women in the congregation of the
church, is #ie good iat sje accomplishes, and the
apparent smiles of God wpon fer work. ’

In examining this claim it will not be denied
that she accomplishes good, and that God appar-
ent‘ly smiles upon her work, But this alone is no
vahd’ reason for the Innovation, jf contrary fo
Qaa’ s word.  Good has oftentimes been accom-
phshec.l py bad men, who assumed the duties of
the ministry for sinister ends, yet that fact does

ToNeans.,
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not justify their intrusion into the sacred office.
‘I'he sight of a murder, or of drunkenness, has
often led to good, in keeping others from the
same act. But does this good accomplished,
render the murder or drunkenness less sinful in
God's sight? Peter's fall into sin and denial of
his Lord has been overruled to a great deal of
good in keeping others from similar sins, but does
that fact make Peter's denial justifiable? By ne
His sin is just as heinous in God’s sight,
though overruled for the good of the church.
We have no right “ fo do evil that good may come.”
(Rom. iii. 8.) If public spedking and praying is
forbidden to women in the Bible, it is evident no
amount of seeming gooed accomplished by their
speaking can justify it in the sight of God. God
demands of us to worship him only as prescribed
in his word. He says all other worship is vain
and unacceptable. “In vain do they worship me,
teaching for doctrines the conumandments of
men.”  (Matt. xv. ¢; Isa. 1. To—14.) The ques-
tion, then, is solely one of fact, Does God forbid
/27 and not, Does good come of i£?

Moreover, no man can decide finally of the
good results of an action until all its far-reaching
But such cannot be seen until
An action may be apparcntly

effects are seen,
the Judgment.
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good, and yet set in motion influences that may
be evil, and so in the Judgment it will be seen
that the evil outbalances the good. If God has
.forbidden women the service of public speaking
I the congregation, notwithstanding such may
lead to good now, yet the allowing of it must be
!J_Y denying or explaining away God's word. which
1s the foundation of all infidelity. Such ;11 exe-
gesis will destroy many all faith in God's
word, and thus the evil will far counterbalance
whatever good may have been acconiplished.

2. Some, admitting the Positive prohibition of
women to public speaking in the church by these
texts, put them aside with the statement” that
 they were written &y Paul,

bachelo 7 Who was @ crusty old
EL0T and oo i

woman Later, and who on that ac-
COURE TWas 5o 5o

vere mpon woman.”

In answer to this,
that Paul wrote the ]
ment, and that he

Spirit, and spake sucl

need I remind such persons
arger part of the New Testa-
was mspired of the Holy

: 1 words as the Holy Spirit
dictated (see 1 Cor, 3. 4-13); and that j]/w lsays

in this same con 1
' nection (verse £
féi)fgd‘ Zﬁ‘ar‘,‘ ]?_U?'z'.f‘(,‘ Fis7des] 37) that Zég

MENLs of the Lorq”
~wrote he says he hag
from the Lord

YO are the command-
Some things which Panl
00 direct commandment
for, further than the inspiration of
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the Holy Spirit, which preserved him from all
error, but #his feacking, he distinctly declares, /e
veceived by revelation from the Lord Jestus Christ,
(See also, Chs. xi. 23 and xiv. 37.)

Peter says that *Paul wrote some things hard
to be understood, which they that are unlearned
and unstable zoress, as they do the other Scrip-
tures, unto their own destruction.” (See z Pet.
iil. 16.) Beware, cavilling brother or sister, lest
this prophecy of Peter prove true of you.

3. Another evasion of the force of the texts
under consideration, is that “#iey soere Zemporary,
and their instruction wwas meant only for the Co-
vinthians. And that Paul forbids these wwomen
speaking because ey were © lewd women,” etce,

But we saw, in the beginning of this study, that

Paul addressed the letter to the Corinthians,
“To the church at Corinth, to them that are
sanctified in Christ Jesus, called saints, with a/f
that in every place call wpon the name of Jesus
Christ our Lord,” etc. (See 1 Cor.1. 2.) Thus,
his own address of the letter kills this statement.
Moreover, he distinctly tells the Corinthians that
his teachings were the same in all the churches.
{See 1-Cor. iv. 17; vil. 17; xiv, 33; xvi. 1.) We
know that they were in the churches of Corinth
and of Ephesus.



A
LY ."..

R

30 BIBLE STUDIES ON
But as to his forbidding these women speak-
Ing because they were “lewd women,” it is
sufficient to note that he expressly forbids all
such characters remaining in the church. (See 1
Cor. v. g-11.) If this claim were true, would he
not likewise have forbidden the men fro
ing also? - Most assuredly so.  But he does not.
Therefore, we know that such could not have
been his reason, Moreover, he bases his teach.-
ing on the fact of their being women, ang wnder
subsection o the ez, and not in the fact o
(See 1 Cor. xiv. 34, and 1 Tim, i, II-14.)
4. Another evasion is to clain that “zujar e
apostie forbids was Jor the women 0 speak in o
stlly manner, or babdle,” referring to the fact that
the Greek word (reyse), here translated « spealk,”

means also “to habhle

But an examinatiop of the context wil] show
that this word is used al] through this chapter
for Speaking (see vs. 2,3, 4 5, 6, 23, 27, etc.),
and hence Pay] does not refer to silly talk, for in
verse 5 he says, “ I wo uld that ye ali spake (yuyie)
with tongues,” ang in verse 18, “T thank my
God I spear {Aadary) wit, tongues,” etc.  Did Paul
bs%bl?le, or does he desire others to do s0? Vo,
this is but an evasion, trying to get 1id of God’s
word.  But compare 1 Tim_j;. I1, 12, where he

m speak-

aimed,

A——‘

4 -
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g, and not
forbids all ¢ #eacking and ruling,” eic., a
babbling. . \ “
c. Another evasion, just as transparmt;z
o rried twtonielt Oniy.
£ fzaa‘ these fexts rvefer to marvied :uw;m i i_
That Paul forbids such only as have lisbanas,
. o 1
speaking in the M?sgmgrzta?n.. L
it se for a ma
But why was it wor _ 1
1 250N CAat
speak than for one not married ? Dﬁ) llcl o
: 1 ow
I : vould still a
xcept that this ¥ gae
R But notice, Paul says * yeur

eak. . _
e These are universal ex

n
T0MEN.
wwomen” and ¢ wome : G
hterpreters
pressions, limited only by those 11taliiew ot
God’s word who wish to bolster up
viously conceived by.Fhem. s
But in 1 Timothy ii. 11, 12, Pau "(, o e
; - Sanen
about “husbands,” but contrasts !;FJL : s
. € Lot the woman” (7. €.
“evomen,” and says: “Le i
: : : o
female) «“Zearn in silence” And agan, el
not a woman” (i. ¢., a female) “#o teach or
- e g 3 .

e hale).
anthority over the man” (. e., the m iu gl
6. But it is argued that Paul virtually o

3 u : y L
. the Cor
that woman prayed and prophesied ml i
thian church when, in the elew:n.Lh Cl_c 1:;_0‘/5:@&?-
verse, he speaks of “‘womern praving or p
- wvered,” etc.
ing with their heads uncovered, et Y
‘Paul does probably here admnit el e
A ; means.
does he thereby sanction it? By no mé:
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simply refers to this Aere to show
Women to vejl themselves w
worship, reserving his con

ey qwere aking in e Dublic worship for the
Place where he was going to talk of oy i wWor-
$72ip.  Paul teaches that nature itself shows that a
Wwoman ought to be veileq when attending public
Wworship. ’

But the word « Drophesiess;,)”
sive term, and m

speaking publicly,
Chron, xxv, g0

the duty of
hen engaged in public
demnation of #4e part

i§ a comprehen-
4y mean something else {lhan
in the sense of teaching.
> 1t means
song, or with musie,

of woman, so “ prayin
mean nothing more th

In 2
“ praising God” in
This is the legitimate work
g and prophesying » may
an engaging with, and fol.
lowing the leader i prayer and singing. (See

1 Cor. xiv. 16.) This is not only legitimate for
woman to do, but hep duty.

7. But an argument for women speaking 1is
found in the text (Gal. ili. 28), which says .
“ There is neiter Jetw noy Greek, there is neither
Dond nor Jree, there is neither mate nor SJemale :
Jor ye are ail one iy Christ Jesis.” (Cf. Col. iii.
Ir.)

But does Paul mean
obliterated after g
tlan? If so,

that all distinctions are
person has become g Chris-
why does he write to husbands, wives,

Lal
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- stc.? (See Eph.
fathers, children, masters, ser vants, ?f‘?tus(ii g
i 1, 18; 1v. 1; : :
4 : vl 103 Col. 1. 13; : il
‘.'12"5} vi I ;) No. Paul simply means bth';.t .
1 Tim, vi. ; et
lasses are ,saved alike, and are the subje e
" ¢ : 5 XV, 9.
God’s grace. (See Romans x. 12 ,t:;t B 9Of
The gospel has not yet rcmo{:e(‘i = —Cursed-
und is s g
o fon e thg g'iofl‘om womarn, hence
i it r red 1 ‘
neither has it remov d o i
she is still under SLL])]CCHOH. to lhtc ¥
the same apostle wrote this tex b T
the ‘one forbidding women to spea ‘:Vould w
ground of their subjection to man. e
have written this prohibition on 1\\;011
s ; i el ?
were no distinctions in the goﬁpt b e B
8. Again, it is argued from Acts 1. ey
. : J ey
: o, accord tn pray
all contined with one i o gt
Plication, wiih the women,  €iC.,
rtion,
prayed as well as the men. E L
Doubtless, this is true, that the w
oubtless,

—_ : y
i t is not said tha
Butnotice, 1
as well as the men.

- iy red silently
d publicly. They pray _
vomen prayed puvlicty. = ~cordance with
thet}ww”znjied the devotions, in accordanc
as the m

6. This is all that the words
I0.

1 Cor. xiv.

e i, 41 « Zhey
terL(:l}'@nr'lin it is argued from Acts 1. 4
9. Agan, :

; - 2 Deoan o
were all filled with the foly G/{’.ast;)f; mw; .
speak with other tongues, as the SriEE
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wtlerance,” that as women Were among the «all,’
therefore they spake on the day of Pentecost.
But if strictly, literally true, it proyes nothing
for us, for they had g special manifestation of the
Holy Spirit, and we haye hot.  But notice. it
says they “spake as the Spirit gave them utter-
ance.” But we have no e

vidence from the con-
text that the Holy Spirit gave the women ut-
terance to anything but praise. For ipn VETSe 14
we are distinctly told, (I

18t Peter, with the
elever,” did the authoritative pupjic speaking on
that day, and women WETE not among the eleven.
10. Again, much stress islaid op the statements

of Acts ii, 7, 18, that “Your spus and your
daughters sholl Proplesy” et and of Acts xxi. ¢,
that Philip «j4y Sour dayghters that did pro-
2%esy,” as proving the Hight of females 1o speak
in public meetings of the church,

But these texts do not g
shall or did pProphes
COngregalion of the
have beep strictly
it may have been
Chron. xxv, ;

ay that thege daughters
Ys In sense of teaching, i» #ie
church, Their prophecy may
of a Private Dature, Moreover,
only prajse o song. (See 1

But jf they dj
Droven g all, yet theirs was

influence of the Holy Spirit.
See 1 Cor, Xiii, 8.)

a2
publicly, which ig ,,,,
by direct and Special
That day is past. (

d prophesy

|
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i 4,35
m rred to Acts viu 34 E
11. Again, we are refe céah pRbliCl it
proving the right of women to | that ¢ Zkey
=
the church. This passage tells USe 1) were all
(the church at Jerusalem, see vers e Tades
2 o0
scattered abroad throughout the r,?b « Therefore,
and Samaria, except the ap Mﬂ&:- ent everywhere
they that were scattered abroad, (-m}.] 1med from
. : ; :
PJ‘-’-’J:M/H'”&’ e qword.” Now, 1}: 115 S
s 8 ~hed.
this passage that womcn] PEES;S text asserts that
TE Ty t tha ) c -d
Now, if it be a fac : ; ot ititendee
twomen preached (it ewdel?ﬂ{_ \Y(Tjallc:_—that S
; iterally as to indivi ’
e taken literally as i T
3 b;f those scattered abroad wzz;itz‘ €7 ctl i:t s
ane E 5Ca ere the
Preacking, ete)), it does not say a.n)t/;:'e‘lduw ot
preached in a public manner. It icrs i ]}:5115: and
y bHlitieh topreadh; vz, tolet DU S when, in
that is all that is claimed hcri‘_ 's preaching—
the next verse, it tells us of }I;hll? S)P the Spirit
;) < ®x1. 1
; 1st: (5e€ Chl. X% Sk
he being an evangelist ( reaching, viz., that of
chose a different word for p 1. When speaking
: -aldine the gospel. i
ublicly heralding t ; sreaching,
f:f tljzjchurch those scattered abloaiii;ing s
it uses the wf;l‘d (ebayyedice) © Ew‘ll]g hen speak-
& 3 spel; w
telling the gOOd news of the gospe ’d is (zﬁpﬁwn)
i ng% Philip’s preaching, the wor ding to the
g of Philip’s pres i according
5 ing” the gospel. S0, ac if they
“heralding” the g tes that the women (1 ¥y
S, tates
text itself, it only s :
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are referred to at all) simply told of Jesus asa
Saviour, which is their privilege and duty to do
Ialways. (See John iv. 28~30, 30.)

72. Again, reference jg made to “ dgyila and
Priseiiin CxXpounding the worg of God to Apolles,”
45 evidence of Women speaking in the Christian
church in Bipje times. (See Acts xviii. 26.)

There is pnq Teason at all to believe that

Aquila apq Priscilla dig

more than expound the
word to

that « téjpi.llos z'?i_??'f'ﬂ(zz‘f: for it is distinctly said
But if th:‘ G-M /&{m unlo them,” etc. (vs. 20)-
reason ig t}] .dld b P Be mamgr, s
Public ey 1€ ©0 believe that Priscilla did the

Potnding of the word? Why not
whoie 1t i 3 Priscilla sanctioning? ~ 'The
Dah wio ent is ﬁ?om the imagination of the
e c:;ould fain find something to bolster

Woman'’s pyhljc preaching,

€ are pointed to Paul’s statement

'01’]161] We 1 113 Syl see
Rom, xvi re his < jelpers”

the Ean{_.”sqm’ a0d Phil. jy, 3}, and «Zadored in

There ig not the gi;

th%ng to show that ¢
cewved fromy th

pounding ]

ghtest proof here of any-
€ “help” which Paul re-
ese Women wag thejy publicly ex-
b SCIII_threS‘ As to Aquila and
' was not that, but of a so-

PI‘ISCIHEL, we know
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cial and private nature. (See Acts xviii. 2, 18,
26.)

14. We are confidently pointed to the case of
Lhebe as the < servant of the clarch at Cenclirea,”
as settling the matter of women Deing in the
service of the church. (Rom. xvi. 1.)

Undoubtedly the Bible teaches that women
are “the servants of the church.” But where does
it teach that their service is of a pubdlic nature,
and especially that of feaciing or ruling? The
service of Phebe is here distinctly pointed out in
the second verse as “deing a succorer of many,
and of Paul.” She was doubtless a deaconess of
the church, and her business as such was to help
the poor and succor those in need ; and she goes
to Rome on that ““business” (see verse 2).

15. We are referred also to the case of the
woman whom Christ healed, and who was led
to “ declare before all the people’ her cure. (See
Luke vili. 43—47.) Her testimony, they claim,

was public.

Very true. But what was it, and to whom
made? “She came trembling, and falling down
before /zm, she declared unto Jim before all the
people for what cause she had touched him, and
how she was healed immediately.” Her speak-
ing was a confession of Christ, which he demands
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mitted to engage in the services of the sanctuary
with man, in a modest and private way, and to
enjoy equally with him the blessings thereof.
She is also charged with the duty and privilege,
when she has attained a certain age and degree
of piety, of hospitality, relieving the poor and
afflicted, and other works of charity, and espe-
cially with instructing her younger sisters in their
duties, so that they may give none occasion to
the adversary to speak reproachfully. (r Tim. v.
10-14.)

When woman leaves this, her God-given sphere,
and attempts to enter that of man, she curtails

her high opportunities for glorifying God, and
renders herself displeasing to God, and less influ-
ential with man.

May she, since the Lord has placed her in this
position for wise ends, say, with one of her sis-
ters t—

20 Master dear ! the tiniest work {or thee
Finds recompense beyond our highest thought ;
And feeble hands that worked but tremblingly,
‘The richest colors in the fabiic wrought,
We are content to take what thou shalt give,
To work or suffer as thy choice shalt be,
Forsaking what thy wisdom bids us leave,
Glad in the thought that we are pleasing thee.”

e
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